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Resolution
“The promotion of health in Africa through the combat of HIV/AIDS and
the improvement of maternal and child health”.

The African Parliamentary Union, meeting at itS'®lonference in Kampala (Uganda) on 29
and 30 November 2008,

Considering that the right to health is a fundamental rightdeery human being,

Recalling the resolution on « Promoting health in Africa »opbd at its 19
Conference (Yaounde, March 1989),

Noting that in spite of the commitments of African leadarsl the efforts made to
improve it, the health situation of the contineatsdtill worrying and HIV/AIDS,
malaria, tuberculosis and other related infectidisgases continue to plague Africa.
The various resolutions and declarations of thedded State and Government are a
proof of that fact:

- The Declaration of Abuja on the initiative « Rolladk malaria in
Africa »,(2000)

- The Declaration of Lome on HIV/AIDS in Africa,

- The Declaration and the Framework Plan of ActiorAbfija onHIV/VAIDS
la tuberculosis and other related infectious diseases, (2001)

- The Declaration of Maputo oMalaria, HIV/AIDS tuberculosis and other
related infectious diseases (2003)

Aware that poor health in Africa is mainly a result bétfailure of the health system,
poverty, armed conflicts, institutional instabilitypoor basic infrastructures,
underdevelopment and illiteracy,

Aware that the HIV pandemic, which takes a terrible twil the adult population, the
most productive and which it decimates, leavingliank of orphaned children and
destroyed families, is not only a matter of puldiiealth, but has also became an
hindrance to the development of African countries.

Noting with deep concern that the continuing spread of /AIMS is likely to
jeopardize the achievement of the millennium géal#\frica,



R.123/31/08
Noting that most of the people infected and affected BY/MDS in Africa are
women, children and the youth and that these laatsy the pandemic predominantly
affects women, 61% of the infected adults being eom
Considering that even today, women still suffer violence anthuness, which makes
them even more vulnerable to HIV/AIDS,

Emphasizing that the struggle against HIV/AIDS can not be sefgl from the
struggle against poverty, which hits more partidylavomen, youth and children,

Affirming that access to medicines is an integral part offifteé against HIV/AIDS
and consequentlgeploring the high cost of the antiretroviral therapy thatsmaf the
infected people in Africa can not afford,

Welcoming the pledge made by the African Heads of State aongefBment to
dedicate 15% of the national budgets to the imprearg of the health sector in order
to combat HIV/AIDS, mother and child mortality anubrbidity,

Deploring that the foreign debt and the debt charges underthia African countries
capacity to fight efficiently HIV/AIDS,

Deeply concerned by the state of health in Africa in teroismaternal and child
protection which is still plagued today by:

* Low life expectancy at birth,

* High infant, infantile, infanto-juvenile and matainmortality,

* High morbidity relating to transmissible diseasesd anutritional
deficiencies,

* Emergence of epidemics,

» development of non transmissible chronic diseases,

» persistence of infectious and parasitic diseases,

* poor quality and under-resourced reproduction hesdtvices

» growing trend in unmet need for family planning akilled midwifery
services

* etc.

Noting that maternal and child health in Africa has mopioved since a decade and
has not drawn the attention, the means and thegablvill it needs,

Aware of the disparities in the distribution of the hbattentres and heath workers
between the rural and urban areas as well as themanagement and the outdated
state of the biomedical equipments,

Concerned by the fact that the lack of knowledge in termgegroduction health, the
lack of financial means, the lack of appropriatevises or the under usage of these
services increasingly expose the youth to behasithat are harmful to their health.

Emphasizing the need to ensure access to free health cattdgoeople living with
HIV/AIDS in the framework of strong national heaftiistems,

Recalling the Millennium Development Goals (MDG), especidlgals 4 (Reduction
of infant mortality), 5 (Improving maternal healtdmd 6 (Fighting HIV/AIDS, malaria
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and other diseases) as being vital objectives fmalth improvement and socio-
economic development in African countries,

Taking note of the pledges made by African Heads of StateGovernment in order
to promote mother and child health, survival, pcote, development and
participation,

Very pleased about the pledges of African Heads of State andeBowuent to take
their responsibilities and to play a crucial roke arder that, on the one hand, the
implementation of the MDGs, namely in terms of nesthnd child health promotion,
survival and development, moves one at all levalg] on the other hand, their
statements made at national, regional, contineartdl international (including at the
General Assembly of the United Nations) levels easate both mother and child
suffering in Africa and the necessary action tofamt the challenges they are faced
with,

Convinced that it takes the achievement of the Millennium Elepment Goals
(MDG) and more than ever, a political will, meamsl gudicious strategies to improve
maternal and child health,

Considering the difficulties experienced by African countries the use of the
flexibility provided by the WTO’s Agreement of Tradrelated Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement) anating the provisions of the Amendment to
this Agreement that makes permanent the flexibititthe area of health

Recalling :
- The AFrican Charter on human and people’s righh€JLO81),

-  The UN Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS « ®Hl crisis — Global
action » (June 2001),

- UN political Declaration on HIV/AIDS (June 2006)
- The relevant resolutions of the Inter-Parliamentanyjon on

0 «Action to combat HIV/AIDS in view of its devastating human,
economic and social impact», adopted by the 99" inter-parliamentary
Conference (Windhoek, 1998), »

o «Urgent action to combat HIV/AIDS aids and other pandemics which
seriously endanger public health, and economic, social and political
development and even threaten the survival of many nations»
(Ouagadougou, 2001)

0 «the role of parliaments in advocating and enforcing observance of
human rights in the strategies for the prevention, management and
treatment of the HIV/AIDS pandemic », adopted by the 112" (Manila)

- The recommendations made to th® 3Donference of the Committee of
Women Parliamentarian of the APU (Addis Ababa, Niolver 2007)
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Referring to the « Hand Book for Legislators on HVI/AIDS, Lamd Human Rights »
published jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary Uniand UNAIDS in 1999, and to the
Hand Book « Taking Action Against HIV and AIDS» fdhe parliamentarians,
published jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary Unidhe UNDP and UNAIDS in 2007
and the new MGD5 target on Universal Access to &dymtion Health, adopted in
2007 by the UN General Assembly.

1. Urges the African Union, on the one hand, to intensify efforts of promoting
good governance and preventing conflicts, and dweigiments on the other hand,
to use direct dialogue to settle the conflicts thegy confronted with in order to lay
the foundation of political and economic stability.

2. Also urges African States to make health promotion in Afritlasough the fight
against HIV/AIDS and the improvement of maternad amfant health the utmost
priority, and therefore, work tirelessly with theew to achieving the millennium
development goals 4 and 5.

3. Encourages African States to draw up and implement, on the loaed, policies
that improve the living conditions of their peoplgough job creation and social
security development and on the other hand, héattting policies and strategic
plans in the framework of the global approach dfamal development, that help
protect the most vulnerable, especially the wonmahthe children.

4. Srongly encourages African States to make every effort to bring thare of the
national budget that will be dedicated to healti%66 and increase investments in
HIV/AIDS researches, in conformity with the pledgeade by the Heads of State
and Government in the Abuja Declaration and tmghe framework of the global
process of strengthening their health systems.

5. Supports the decision of the Summit of the African Unionlateng to the
production of generic medicines in the continentorder to ensure sustainable
access to them anukrsistently asks the African Union Commission to speed up
the development of an African policy on the produtibf pharmaceutical drugs in
Africa in partnership with the UN specialised itigions, pharmaceutical groups
and the private sector.

6. Asks African States to intensify their efforts relatitgthe implementation of the
Decade of African Traditional Medicines (2001-2Q01Ghe promotion of
pharmacopoeia research and the development of nahtipharmaceutical
industries in the framework of the decision of tieican Union Conference on
the production of generic medicines in Africa andrenparticularly those against
HIV/AID, tuberculosis and malaria.

7. Asks African States to mobilise human, material andriicial resources in order to
provide their population with appropriate, accelesiuality and affordable health
services and to reduce mother and child mortadity to bear free of charge births
and emergency obstetrical and neonatal care.
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8. Exhorts African leaders to correct the distortion in terafshealth financing and
health infrastructure distribution between ruradl amban areas.

9. Encourages African States to strengthen their cooperationthat sub-regional,
regional and continental level, notably through thlearing of information,
experiences and skills so as to join their effortthe struggle against HIV/AIDS,
the improvement of maternal and infant health @edsistently asks them to
launch joint research programmes for the developrnoéran efficient vaccine
against HIV/AIDS, malaria and other infectious dises.

10. Asks African parliamentarians to spare no efforts tos#&ze their Parliament and
work in cooperation with the Executive, the scishniommunity, the local offices
of the UN organisations concerned, the NGOs ancithkesociety organisations
in their respective countries, towards the achiee@mof the millennium
development goals 4 (infant health), 5 (maternalth and 6 (struggle against
HIV/AIDS, malaria and other infectious diseases).

11. Recommends African national parliaments to take legislativeasares to remove,
at the national level, all the obstacles, whetlegal, cultural or religious, to the
access to HIV/AIDS prevention programmes, care @madtment, and free and
continued care to infected people, to disseminatbnnformation and sexual
education, especially for the youth.

12.Calls on African parliaments and governments to ensureutjinahe systems of
governance they will have established, the praiactthe promotion and the
respect of fundamental rights for every peoplegeesfly those who can suffer
from discrimination and stigmatisation, with theoperation of the media, and
more particularly the local radio stations.

13.Persistently asks African States to adopt national policies thaet the specific
needs of AIDS orphaned children.

14.Exhorts African States to promote married life through Har@odes that take into
account the specificities of cultural legacies

15. Invites African parliamentarians to work towards the pesgive harmonisation of
the appropriate legislations in terms of the respoto HIV/AIDS at the sub-
regional, regional and continent levels.

16. Calls on the international community, including the systehthe United Nations,
its relevant specialised institutions, the bilatexgencies, the private sector and
other community and other stakeholders, to increaasbilisation in order to
support African countries’ efforts in the HIV/AID&ntrol.

17.Commends the establishment of the World Funds apetsistently asks the
international community to fulfil its pledges byymag out, through simplified
mechanisms, the funds needed for the full impleatent of the programmes of
prevention, care, support, and treatment of HIV/8]Duberculosis, malaria and
other related infectious diseases.
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18.Calls on developed countries to honour their promise to adi 0,7% of their
GNP to developing countries in the form of PublievBlopment Aid.

19. Exhorts creditors to cancel African countries foreign deltsch reimbursement
seriously affects their public finances in a cohigkere the resources dedicated to
the struggle against HIV/AIDS are far below thelsad the pandemic.

20. Persistently asks the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to adopt mees@imed at
smoothing and facilitating import and export pracess for generic medicines
produced under compulsory licensing, in the frantéwad the implementation of
the Doha Declaration on the Trade-Related Aspéddistellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS) Agreement and public health ; these proumsiare needed to effectively
facilitate and ensure quick and affordable accessnedicines and all HIV
therapies, for African countries, especially thagi¢h inadequate or inexistent
production capacity in the pharmaceutical sector.

21.Ask the international community to facilitate techrgiks transfer to African
countries and to make an objective assessmeneofhtidences of the multilateral
and bilateral trade agreements on the access times] their local production as
well as the development of new medicines.

22.Encourages African States to :

- strengthen training, communication and family lé€ucation programmes
especially for women, in order to help them plagnare efficient role in the
process of improving the state of health of theybajons.

- make regular national surveys on the scale andi¢terminants of maternal
and infant mortality and on the results of the s&aducation of the youth and
adolescents,

- hold proximity campaigns to sensitize the adoletscemd the youth on the
available health services for maternal and infaiatgetion,

23.Invites African States to promote primary health care dodcontinue the
immunization campaigns against infectious diseases, especiallyountries of
conflict.

24.Asks African States to create in their national healfstems, services that are
essential at the community level, to strengthen icaédand paramedical staff
training programmes in order to have a sufficiamnber of qualified workers.

25.Urges African parliamentarians to ensure the developnanthe institutional
capacities of their parliaments for them to exer¢igeir legislative and overseeing
missions in the follow up, funding and executionH¥//AIDS programmes, with
a view to guaranteeing transparency.

26.Calls on African leaders, in the framework of the impnosat of health in their
respective countries, to act in a more global peErype including initiatives aimed
at fighting gender inequality, making mentalitie®gress and settling the major
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economic, social and educative problems, with avvie achieving sustainable
progress in terms of maternal and infant health.

27.Calls upon African governments to commit adequate financiabteces for the
implementation of the Road Map for reduction of emaal and infant mortality
and morbidity

28.Calls on all African countries to implement programmes ohsftouction and
rehabilitation of health infrastructure and equipitngo as to improve the quality
of obstetrical emergency services.

29.Requests African States to adopt cultural and educativeicped aimed at
correcting the erroneous concepts and traditicatirg to health.

30. Requests all African Countries, on the occasion of the commeation of the 18
anniversary of the International Conference on Ramn and Development
(ICPD, Cairo 1994) to take stock at the national anb-regional levels, of the
progress made in the implementation of the programimaction and to take the
necessary measures to speed up the achieveméesefdbjectives.



