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RESOLUTION

“The development of infrastructures in Africa

with a view to fostering long-term growth”
(adopted by the 32™ Conference)

The African Parliamentary Union, meeting at its%32onference in Ouagadougou, Burkina
Faso, from 19 to 20 November 2009,

Aware of the fact that infrastructures are basic physaca organizational structures vital for
the smooth running of a society and are also inmpbitervices and facilities for the economy
to function,

Considering that infrastructures play a major role in economiowth and constitute the
backbone for development as well as the basis Her ghysical, economic and political
integration of the continent,

Convinced that developing infrastructures and related sesyidgy improving trade and
employment prospects, contributes to poverty rednctand the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGS),

Considering that poverty reduction is closely linked to the esx; by the most deprived
populations, to water, sanitation, energy, transpad communication, which contribute to
improving the living standards of African populats

Concerned by the current lack of infrastructures on the gwrit and its negative impact on
economic growth, poverty alleviation efforts andtsinable human and social development,

Aware of the fact that the lack of adequate and qualifyastructures, which leads to high
production costs and marketing on the continenta isnajor hindrance to trade between
African countries and seriously affects the contpetiness of African products,

Convinced that the resumption of economic growth in Africaqui&es increasing
infrastructural investments to interconnect natioaad regional water supply, transport,
power, telecommunications and other networks adtos continent, and also investments for
achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs),

Aware of the fact that internal armed conflicts and loivars in Africa have contributed to the
destruction and deterioration of the already wedlastructures on the continent,
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Aware of the urgent need to provide critical infrastiuet and basic services to the most
deprived populations, especially in the rural ayeend especially to internally displaced
persons and refugees, aedphasizing the need for governments to support local autiesrit
in this regard,

Noting that Africa’s low level of the integration, its atively weak impact on global trade
and the drop in the volume of African exports dacea large extent, due to the lack of
adequate infrastructures and information services,

Concerned by the inefficient communication infrastructurestla¢ national and continental
levels, as well as heavy and complex bureaucrater-State and cross-border procedures in
Africa,

Aware that to make for its backwardness with regard tragtructures, the African continent

needs to accelerate the development of efficidfmasiructures and increase financing in this
area, by allocating adequate funds; as the corttinas to invest 5 to 10 % of its GDP to

foster growth in order to achieve the Millenniumv@mpment Goals (MDGS),

Concerned by the heavy debt burden for most African countrdesl the impact of the
financial crisis on the development of infrastruetiin Africa,

Acknowledging the role of the State as the main provider of sthectures, especially in the
rural areas, where development still depends ofigfumds or donors,

Deploring the fact that some donor and beneficiary countaiesreluctant to incur social
expenditure, with low immediate benefits and waHEad to recurrent costs,

Underlining the major role of the private sector in the develept of infrastructures in
Africa,

Commending the infrastructural development initiatives takam the continent by African
countries and their partners to resolve the is$uleolack of infrastructures and to ensure the
continent’s integration, namely:

- The Programme for Infrastructure Development inicgafr(PIDA) comprising
studies conducted by the African Development BaAkDB), the African
Union Commission and the Secretariat of the Newtneeship for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD) ;

- The Infrastructure Consortium for African (ICA) ;

- EU-Africa for infrastructures as part of the EurapdJnion strategy for Africa,
which aims at increasing European and African siftecture investments and
related services,

Deploring the inefficiency of public amenities and its attantdresource waste, amdting
with concern the limited access of the African people to :
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- Safe drinking water;

- Electricity;

- Telecommunications, especially between African ¢toes, which often have
to be channelled through developed countries inNtbgh because of lack of
inter-connections and switching centres, causimyyeosts for Africa;

- Basic sanitary facilities;

- Efficient sewage systems;

and that

- While road transport constitutes the key means nbériurban transport,
connections and services are inappropriate;

- The railway network is not well developed, with fewerconnections between
them;

- Several airports and ports are struggling to aftenpetitive services;

- River and lake transport facilities are not verylweegrated into the transport
system.

Recalling the commitment made by Heads of State and governtoepromote private and
public sector partnerships, especially in the afdaeavy infrastructure development, made at
the 10" meeting of the Ordinary Session of the African @nBummit held 31 January to 2
February 2008 in Addis Ababa),

Recalling also:

- The Declaration on Development of Transport andr@@nénfrastructure in
Africa, adopted by the Heads of State and govermmiethe African Union at
its 12" Ordinary Session held in Addis Ababa, Ethiofi® February 2009;

- The resolution of the African Parliamentary Unioron: “The role of
Parliaments in the protection of the environmentl @dhe achievement of
sustainable development”, adopted at it§ @@nference held in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia on 13 November 2007,

- The resolution of the Inter-Parliamentary Union O@limate change,
sustainable development models, and renewable ies&rgdopted at its 130
Assembly held on 10 April 2009 in Addis Ababa ;

- The Millennium Declaration of 8 September 2000,

1. Welcomes the decisions made by the Heads of State and goest of the African
Union in the declaration they adopted on the Dgwalent of Transport and Energy
Infrastructure in Africa, at their {20rdinary Session held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
1-3 January 2009;

2. Affirms that strong political commitment from governmentsl gparliaments of all
African countries to infrastructure developmentoisa special importance to the
implementation of joint strategies for infrastruegtulevelopment;

3. Urges all African States to take appropriate measuresticp@arly legislative and
budgetary measures, to redirect a significant pértheir current expenses to the
development of this sector, particularly by redgamilitary spending for instance;



R.127/32/09

4. Sressesthe role of parliaments and parliamentarians imidating public policies as
well as their role in the development of econores between countries;

5. Commits African decision-makers to accelerate, within thantext of PIDA, the
implementation of the strategic framework for thevelopment of regional and
continental infrastructures (water, energy, tramspgoformation and communication
technology, andurther calls their attention to the need for applying international
standards when executing such projects;

6. Encourages States to speed up the development of mega rdgamth continental
hydroelectric projects, in order to provide the iédn people with reliable and
affordable electric power, as well as to ensuregnsecurity for Africa;

7. Srongly supports:

(a) The commitment by Heads of State and govenhrokthe African Union to
give high priority to environmental protection,nigport and energy safety and
security to promote sustainable development ofastfucture and related
services;

(b) The decision by the Hads of State and gowents of the African Union to
take appropriate measures to complete the misstagjoss in the major
transport corridors and remove all physical and-ploysical barriers to the
development of inter-States transport in Africa e one hand, and to
implement appropriate institutional, legislativedaregulatory reforms that
foster private investment for infrastructure depahent, on the other hand;

8. Encourages African parliaments to support, through appropriatgslative measures
or any other means, the commitment of African HealdState and government to
enhance institutional and research capacities veldp a non-traditional alternative
sources of energy, to meet Africa’s long-term ewengeds, specifically nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes;

9. Urges African governments to formulate strategies baseefficient public policies
to promote public investment in education and humapacity building, technology
and health;

10.Advocates for the setting up of sustainable, viable, rekal#fficient, and affordable
environmentally-friendly infrastructure systems, toeet economic demand and
provide basic social services, particularly for tleprived populations;

11.Urges African governments to formulate accelerated joifiastructural development
strategies and programmes, focused on planningediafrastructural project studies
and management, amcommends collective negotiations with donors for their
financing, so as to obtain soft rates and conditamd ensure that the cost is shared by
several countries;
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12.Recommends to African States to promote regional cooperation,utB¢outh
cooperation and North-South cooperation in the afeafrastructural development,
and especially strengthen the role of RegionalnBouc Communities in their
cooperation ties among African countries, at tHegional, regional and continental
levels;

13.Urges African States to create mechanisms to assesstusrof the continent and to
coordinate actions aimed at improving infrastruetaoetworks in Africa (equipment,
maintenance, sanitation and modernization);

14.Requests African States to mark, as national prioritiese tharious regional and
continental programmes and plans on the inter-oaaneof infrastructure networks,
encourages parliaments to dedicate enough allocations tor theiding andinvites
governments to promote innovative financing mecrasito accelerate infrastructure
development;

15.Recommends that emphasis be put on partnerships between rikkatg and public
sectors in the field of investment in infrastruet in Africa, so as to bridge the
financing deficiency gap which impede this sector;

16.Supports dialogue with the private sector, through inforgidifferent financial
institutions of the different infrastructure prajg@nd their crucial role in the process
of integration and poverty alleviation in the comtit, andinvites African States to
establish transparent policies aimed at suppottiegAfrican private sector, so as to
increase its abilities to invest in infrastructuetated development projects;

17.Callsfor the application of the fundamental principlégood governance, anavites
African parliaments to work for institutional anegll reforms that are conducive to
private investments in infrastructure-related depelent projects, particularly the
adoption of effective and deterrent laws againaftgwhich govern thallocation of
contractof public projects in a clear and a transparentmagn

18.Affirms the role of parliaments and parliamentarians immtdating national
development strategies and in controlling theireeieness, andnvites African
parliaments to have institutions that are capalflenonitoring public policies on
infrastructural development at the national level;

19.Calls on developed countries to meet their commmtrnte allocate 0.7% of their GNP
to developing countries in form of Official Developnt Assistance (ODA), and
requests the parliaments of these developed cearntsiurge their governments to do
SO;

20.Requests developed countries and financial institutionsnicrease their financing and
technical support for infrastructural development Africa so as to address the
consequences of the crisis;
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21. Stresses the unbearable nature of the debt burden for méstak countries, which
are compelled to allocate a considerable portionthed funding received for
development aid to service debtsicaurages parliaments to support international
initiatives aimed at the cancellation or reductiointhe external debts of African
countries, andurges creditors to speed up the implementation of arciefit debt
cancellation process;

22.Encourages African governments to dedicate a substantial part of unelS released
from debt reduction and cancellation, to finance development of infrastructures,
and particularly, for training African experts mfiastructural work, to build capacities
to conduct feasibility studies and to develop ptge and to improve the legal
frameworks and the global business environment.



